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Home  

Cross -Connec t ions  

 

Why  the  Need fo r  Back f low 
Preven t ion  and Cross -

Connec t ion  Con t ro l  

• Backflow can be described as “A reversal 
of the normal direction of flow within a 
piping system”, or as “the flow of water or 
other liquids, mixtures or substances into 
the distribution pipes of a potable water 
supply from any source other than the 
intended source of the potable water sup-
ply. 

• The potential for a backflow condition 

occurring in a user’s water system is all too 
likely. In many of our homes, factories and 
public buildings, there may be cross-
connections that can, under backflow con-
ditions, introduce a liquid, mixture or sub-
stance into the user’s or public water sys-
tem. 

• Cross-connection can be described as “any 
arrangement whereby backflow can occur, 
or as any arrangement of pipes, fittings, 
fixtures, or devices that connects a non-
potable water system to a potable water 
system. 

• It is the point at which a water-using fix-
ture is connected to the user’s water sys-
tem. An unprotected cross-connection 
provides the path or route through which 
backflow can occur. 

 

Cross -connec t i ons  c an oc cur  i n  

f i x tu res  where  the  fauce t  i s  be low 

the  h igh wa te r  l eve l –  an  a i r  gap  i s  

r equ i r ed  to  p revent  conta mina ted  

wa te r  f rom be ing  s iphoned  back  

i n to  the  potab l e  wa te r  supp l y  

p res sure  cond i t i ons .  

Cross -connec t ions  

Faucet 

Solution-install  

vacuum breaker 

 

Solution:  Atmospheric  

Vacuum Breaker or Air Gap 

Never leave hoses in filled  

containers, even with a vacuum 

All irrigation sys-
tems installed 
with fertilizer 
feeds must have 
an ASSE 1013 
reduced pressure 
back flow device 
to protect water  
supply.  

  

Illegal  

connections 

Venturi  

Connections 

 

The venturi 
systems use a 
vacuum created 
from the flow of 
water and pulls 
the contents 
from the bottle 
into the water 
stream creating 
potential cross-
connection 


